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Claims 



[cl] 



[c2] 



tc3] 



[c4] 



[c5] 



[c6] 



[c7] 



[c8] 



6^ 



l^n apparatus, comprising: 

an electronic device liaving a position detection module therein which 
determines a position of said electronic device and reports information 
indicative of said position of said electronic device to a remote object; and 
an override contrc l, which includes a manual actuating mechanism and which, 



in response to ma 



nual actuation of said actuating mechanism produces a signal 



state that preyentssaid position detection module from determining its. 



position, but whi< h allows other parts of said electronic device to operate. 

2. An apparatus c s in claim 1, wherein said position detection module is a 
satellite positioning systenvfeceivjer. 



3y\ method, con 
operating a cell u 
by an automatic 
location; and 
responsive to an 



prismjt 

ar phoH^rRSi-fir^f mode in which its position can be detected 
position sensing device and automatically reported to a remote 

action by a user of a specific type, operating said cellular 



can be used to p 
automatically de 



4.A method as ir 
operating in saic 




phone in a second, privacy enhanced mode, in which cellular phone functions 



ace and/or receive calls, but its position c an not be 
ected by said automatic position sensing device. 



claim 3, further comprising testing said cellular phone while 
second, privacy enhanced mode, to determine whether privacy 



is actually enhanced 



5.A method as ih 
service to test whether 



6. A method as 
that carries out 



claim 4, wherein said testing comprises using a network based 
privacy is enhanced. 



n claim 5, wherein said network based service updates software 
>aid testing. 



7. A method as iin claim 3, wherein said action by said user of the specified type 
comprises actuating an actuation element on the cellular telephone. 

8. A method asf in claim 7, further comprising, responsive to actuating said 
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actuating element, interfering with said position being reported to said remote 
location. 

[c9] C^^" apparatus, comprising: 

an electronic device having a position detection module therein which 
determines a position of said electronic device and reports information 
indicative of said position of said electronic device to a remote object; and 
an override control, which includes a manual actuating/mechanism and which, 
in response to manual actuation of said actuating mechanism produces a signal 
state that pre vents said position detection module from reporting said 
information about its position, but which allows otner parts of said electronic 
device to operate, wherein said override control operates in response to said 
manual actuation to produce a signal that prevents said position detection 
module from reporting any information, in any mode of said electronic device, 
until said manually deactuated. 



[clO] (J^An apparatus, comprising: 

a portable telephone, includinc 

(1) telephone electronics enabling telef)hohe communication; 

(2) a po sitioji detec tion moaule tt^^^^iW enables determining a position of 
said portable telephone as Vaeterminea position; and 

(3) a reporting device which reports information indicative of said determined 
position of said portable telephone to a remote object; and 
a n23nuiUy^PgI^ ^^ override control, a ssociated with said portable telephone, 
operating in response to a manual/operation, to prevent said repoit rng^deyice 
from reporting any information j^naicative of the determined position, but 
allowing said telephone electronics to continue to operate. 

[cl 1] 1 l.An apparatus as in claim 1 o/wherein said override control prevents said 

position detection module froAi determining said determined position. 

[cl 2] 1 2.An apparatus as in clainy 1 0, wherein said operating said override control 

allows said position detection module to determine said determined position, 
but prevents said reporting device from reporting said information indicative of 
said determined positio/ 
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[cl 3] 1 3. An apparatus as in claim 1 0, wherein said position detection module 

includes a satellite positioning system device. / 

[c14] 14.An apparatus as in claim 10, wherein said override control includes a button. 

[cl 5] 1 S.An apparatus as in claim 14, wherein said override controj produces an 

enable signal state which enables the position detector to determine its position 
and report that position to said remote object. 

[cl 6] 1 6.An apparatus as in claim 30, wherein said remote object includes a base 

station associated with a telephone system. 

[cl 7] 1 7. An apparatus as In claim 1 0, further comprising an^ndicator which indicates 

whether the override control is In a state which prevents said reporting device 



from reporting. 



/ 



[cl 8] 1 S.An apparatus as in claim 1 7, wherein saidjndicator includes an optical 

indicator. 

[cl 9] 1 9. An apparatus as in claim 1 8, wherein said (/pticjail indicator includes an 

indicator which can be selectively i/luminat^ 



[c20] {20)An apparatus, comprising: 

an electronic device having a first electronics module, and a position detection 
module therein which determines a position of said electronic device and 
produces a signal for reporting Information indicative of said position of said 



n indi< 



electronic device to a remote object; and 
a position reporting control, which includes d manual control, which is manually 
actuatable by a user, and which, in response to a first specified actuation by a 
user, prevents any reporting of said inforn^ation about position until a second 
specified actuation by a user, but which aMows said first electronics module to 
continue to operate after said first specifj'ed actuation and before said second 
specified actuation. 

[c21] 21 .An apparatus as in claim 20, wherem said manual control includes a button 

which commands circuitry in said telephone to stop performing certain 
operations when in a first state produced by said first specified actuation. 
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[c22] 22. An apparatus as in claim 20, wherein said first specified apuation prevents 

said position detection module from determining said determined position. 

[c23] 23. An apparatus as in claim 20, wherein said first specified actuation prevents 

i 

said position reporting device from reporting informatipn indicative of the 
determined position. 

[c24] 24. An apparatus as in claim 20, wherein said first4lectronics module includes 

communication circuitry, which continues to operate after said first specified 
actuation. 

[c25] 25. An apparatus as in claim 24, wherein sa/d apparatus Includes a portable 

telephone, and said first electronics module includes circuitry associated with 
said portable telephone, including circujiry for communicating with a base 
station associated with the telephone. 

[c26] 26.An apparatus as in claim 20, further comprising an indicator, which indicates 

a state of said first specified actuation. 

[c27] .27.An apparatus as in claim 26/wherein said indicator is an optical indicator. 




[c28] f 28A^ apparatus, comprisir 

a cellular telephone^havpl^ a cellular electronics module, and a position 
detection modiiUa^hich-ttl^^ a position of said cellular telephone and 
produces a signal for reporting Information indicative of said position of said 
cellular telephone to 2( remote object; 

a position reporting/control, which includes a^ma nual co ntrol, w hich is manua lly 
actuable by a user/ and which, in response to a first specified actuation by a 
user, prevents any report ing of said information about position until a second 
specified actuation by a user, but which allows said cellular electronics module 
to continue to/operate; and 

an optical indicator, which produces an optical indication which indicates that 
said first specified actuation has been carried out, and that a privacy enhanced 
mode has been entered. 



29.An apparatus as in claim 28, wherein said first specified actuation prevents 
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said position detection module from determining said deten/ined position. 

[c30] 30.An apparatus as in claim 28, wherein said first specified actuation prevents a 

reporting device fronn reporting information indicative of the determined 
position. 

[c31] (^^)^ method of operating a cel lular t elephone, compi^lsing: 



[c36] 



allowing, in a first mode of operation, automatic rei^orting of a position of said 
cellular telephone, and allowing communication between said cellular telephone 
and a cellular telephone base station; and 

responsive to a ma nual actua tion, allowing a second mode of operation which 
prevents any automatic reporting of said position of said cellular telephone, but 
which still allows communications between said cellular telephone and said 
cellular telephone base station. 

[c32] 32.A method as in claim 31 , wherein said/automatic reporting in said first mode 

of operation comprises automatic detection of a position of said electronic 
device via satellite positioning. 

[c33] 33. A method as in clain>'^2^ where in said second mode of operation prevents 

said position module/^m^etectin^ the position via satellite positioning. 

[c34] 34.A method as in feJ^fni^-r-wH^rein said second mode of operation allows said 

position module to detect a p^iition via satellite positioning, but prevents 
reporting of the detected position. 

[c35] 35.A method as in claim 3/1 , further comprising indicating that said reporting is 



blocked, using an opticarindicator. 
36jA method, compi^sing: 

operating a cellular/phone in a first mode in which its position can be 
automatically reported to a remote location; and 

responsive to an/action by a user of a specific type, operating said cellular 
phone in a second, privacy enhanced mode, in which cellular phone functions 
can be used to place and/or receive calls, but i ts position can not be 
automatically reported to said remote l ocation; and 
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[c37] 



[c38] 



[c39] 



[c40] 



[c41] 



[c42] 



[c43] 



[c44] 



[c45] 



[c46] 



wherein said action by said user comprijes attaching an external blocking 
device to said cellular phone. 




37^ A system, comprising: 

a test module, associated with an electronic device, and operable to test an 



amount of privacy for the electronic device 



electrc 
ic devi 



38. A system as in claim 37, wherein 
electronic device is currently reporting 



said 



tested module tests whether said 
a position. 



39. A system as In claim 37, wherein ^aid electronic device includes a wireless 
communication element. 

40. A system as in claim 37, whereiiVsaid electronic device includes a cellular 
telephone. 

41. A system as in claims 39, wherein said electronic device communicates 
using said wireless communicatioi/ element to obtain updates to test said 
amount of privacy. 




herein said updates include information about 
osition of the wireless communication 



42. A system as in clai 
latest ways to impro 
element. 



43. A system as in claim 37, wherein said test module attempts to obtain 



certain information 



test said amount of privacy 



ion, and evai 
t of privacy/ 



'dates a success at obtaining said information to 



44. A system as in claim 4^3, wherein said certain information includes position 
information of the electronic device. 

45^A method, comprising: 

testing an electronic qevice to determine its privacy, and reporting a result of 
said testing. 

46. A method as in claim 45, wherein said determine privacy comprises 
if sa/d 



determining 



electronic device is automatically reporting its position. 
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[c47] 



[c48] 



[c49] 



[c50] 



47. A system as in claim 37, further con/prising using said electronic device for 
wireless communication. 

48. A system as in claim 47, who furj^her comprising updating a way that testing 
is carried out using said wireless communication medium. 

49. A system as in claim 48, wherein said testing is carried out using requests 
that attempt to violates the privacy, and evaluating whether the electronic 
device responds to said rj^ue/ts. 

50. A system as in cla 
attempts to violate th 




wherein said updating comprises updating new 
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